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Presidents Ponderings -    
The highlight of the last month for me was definitely the Combined Club Camp. The 
Capricornia club did a fantastic job of hosting another wonderful weekend, this time at 
Bouldercomb. The campground was perfect, but as always, the best part was catching up 
with people I've met at previous camps.  
Despite this being the first CCC without the Gladstone Club (which closed last year), there 
was still a very strong attendance from the members who were once members of the 
Gladstone Club! It's great to see that we will still get to see them.  
We also had the Mackay President, and his wife join us for the camp, and it was great to meet 
them.  
As many of you will know, the future of CCC had to be discussed, now that there are only 2 
clubs. One of the options was to bring the Mackay club into the format. However, both the 
Mackay and Bundaberg clubs are concerned that the distance for us to travel to each other's 
camps, especially just for a weekend, is too far. We are also concerned about the number of 
volunteers we will each have.  
In the end, it was decided that the next CCC will be hosted by Bundaberg in 2028. Holding 
the camp every 2 years lessens the load on the clubs, so hopefully the camps can continue. 
The clubs will then reassess where they are at and make the decision on who will host the 
2030 camp.  
Of course, all other Bushwalking Queensland-registered club members are welcome to join 
us on any of our activities or camping weekends. It's always great to meet people from other 
areas. And even if Mackay doesn't host a CCC, I hope to get up there to walk with them at 
some stage anyway.  
 
Happy walking, Lucinda  



WALK REPORTS; 
 
Saturday 9th May – Social – It was a very enjoyable morning at Mary & Willy’s farm for the 
11 people relaxing under the huge canopy with the noise of the cattle and calves echoing 
around us.  The day was sunny and warm, and we took a short walk to see the big dam. The 
cattle escorted us on the other side of the electric fence as far as they were able. The plants 
were coming into flower, and the birds were enjoying their time on the water.   
When it came time to BBQ the snags were split at the top and bottom and threaded onto the 
prongs of the fork rake and held over the burning fire to sizzle and curl up. They were enjoyed 
with sauces and buns or bread.  Many thanks to Mary and Willy for a wonderful morning 
around the farm and the tasty Swiss Sausage Sizzle. (Say that fast 4 times!)  
The sweets and cakes were shared around as we enjoyed the company of members and 
friends who attend Barry’s social days. -JOY 

 
16TH May – North Botanical Gardens.-   
A bit overcast, not raining or anything, the weather at least was inviting for a walk as Joy and I 
met at the bush chapel. As it was only us two, we first checked out the rare fruit tree section, 
yes, they do have all 4 native macadamia species!!!  Back to the chapel in case anybody else 
had turned up - but no such luck. We started the walk proper, around the lake but first check-
ing the new plantings away from the lake circuit. How great for learning names of new trees 
when the specimen with a name tag is just in front of us. 
Over the bridge, ignoring the expectant eyes from turtles and ducks in the water but admiring 
a big flock of plumed whistling ducks grazing on one of the private manicured lawns. 
Sadly, only one water dragon on display. Leaving the lake, thru the Chinese garden to the 
very edge of the botanical garden to a newly planted grove of common fruit trees. In a few 
years we may harvest a couple of lemons or lychee here but at the present the trees are so 
small. Back to the car via friendship grove and rainforest, making the decision to have a ride 
on the little train the next time, for why only for the kids and not us? Yes, let’s do it! -  Angela. 
It was late in the afternoon, when the birds were quiet and settled in their places in the trees 
when along came a flock of screeching cockatoos demanding they move over and make 
room for them, chaos reigned for some time until they once again settled down for the rest of 
the night. (Joy)  
 
Sunday 17th May – Giant Staircase - 10 members set off from Lions Park Biggenden. After a 
short drive we arrived at the National Park. We walked down to a rocky creek which was filled 
with Grevilleas and Callistemons. We travelled along it for quite a while, climbing over large 
boulders and past beautiful pools. Eventually we branched off onto another creek passing 
some huge gums. We then turned off into what became the Giant’s Staircase. 
The Giant’s Staircase is a series of steep climbs through a tight gully with high, shear rock 
walls either side. It involved contorting your body through narrow gaps, trying to find suitable 
foot or knee holds, all while hauling yourself up the sometimes-vertical slope. As you 
conquered one section you looked up to find an even tougher section ahead.  The youngest 
member of the team earned his keep clambering up the steep rock walls like a mountain goat 
and setting up the rope for us less agile adults. The creative naming of landmarks after a 
couple of incidents within the Giant’s Staircase kept us amused along the way. 
After the Giant’s Staircase we continued up the mountain. The slopes were covered with 
grass trees, gums and stunning rock formations with spectacular views across the mountain 
range. We stopped for lunch once we reached the top. Most of the group crossed over the 
saddle of the mountain to get some views from a different angle. 
 



After lunch we made our way back down the mountain, taking a different route back down to 
the original creek we walked in on. We were all tired for the final stretch back along the creek 
after a long day hiking. 
The Giant’s Staircase was a challenging hike with some tough sections but left a real sense of 
achievement on completing it. A great day with a great group of people who helped each 
other throughout, with plenty of laughs along the way.  
Thanks Howard! - Rhiannon 
 
Sunday 31st May – Baldwin Swamp:- Luckily, starting time had been changed to 8:30, for it 
was a bit fresh early. The sun was starting to warm up things as 7 walkers met in the car park 
at the shelter shed. I could leave my down vest behind and shed my hoodie very soon into the 
walk. From the shelter shed we walked to the Que Hee st crossing and straight east along the 
meandering creek on a nice smooth concrete path perfect for bicycling or walkers. After about 
1 km we came to an intersection at a picnic shelter - for later. We continued to the Ring Rd, 
went north parallel to it and back west on Telegraph Rd. I wasn’t aware but we were circling 
“Gympie Estate “a parcel of land I always assumed was part of Baldwin swamp environmental 
park. But obviously it isn’t-yet, for there were public notices that the Council want to rezone 
and add it to the park. What a great idea, a bit more protected green at the centre of the city. 
Bundaberg is growing suburbs so fast and devouring all the agricultural and otherwise green 
areas formerly surrounding it. 
At the Telegraph Rd entrance back into the park and to the little shelter for a bit of a rest - and 
a discussion about future walks. Back to the Shelter shed and a bit of socialising.  
Thank you all for joining me on this perfect Sunday morning walk. – Angela  
 

FUTURE WALKS AND OUTINGS: 
 
 
Saturday, 6 June Qld Day - Mt Perry summit walk, following the track; cafe lunch 
and tour of Mt Perry area. PLEASE REGISTER ASAP 
Ring Moira (0458 365 051) for details and times. 
 
Saturday 13th June – Social –Riverview– Meet at Thabeban S/S to leave at 9am. Bring 
chair and morning tea. Bring along any interesting ideas of places to meet for our social days. 
Please phone to register - Barry (0403 736 420). 
 
Sunday 14th June – Stripey Boulder –   S3b  - An off-track walk around the base of Mt Walsh. 
Total 3.7km. Hazards include long grass and hidden rocks underfoot. Terrain is up and down  
across gullies. Day pack required with morning tea and lunch. Depart Coles Kensington at 
7.30 am or Lions Park Biggenden at 8.30am. To register please contact Allison after 3pm on 
(0448 846 084) 
 
Sunday 14th June – Kalina Creek – easy – s1b-  Meet at 3.30pm at Woongarra S/S. Klein’s 
St. Easy walk on pathway.  We can walk along beach front. Text only to Angela (0447 226 
854) 
 
Saturday 27th June – Walk Plan Meeting. – Meet at The Chapple, Botanical Gardens 10am. 
Bring chair and morning tea and ideas for walks, kayaking and socials for the last 6 months of 
the year. Please think about leading walks you would like to do.   
 



Sunday 28th June – Barambah Creek – (easy/medium)-  Meet 8am Lions Park.  Travel to 
Ban Ban Springs, then 4klm along gravel road to creek. Easy to medium stroll along creek, for 
smoko and/or swim. Lunch at Homegrown Café @ Coalstoun Lakes. 
Phone Howard to register (0438 722 301) 
 
Sunday 28th June – Barolin Reserve – easy/medium -  Meet at 8am Bargara S/S.  Text 
only to Angela (0447 226 854) 
 
For those Interested in Multi day treks. 
Are you interested in taking on multi day treks? 
Want help building your gear/kit in the right order? 
Need encouragement to train sufficiently for multi day treks? 
Please ring Glenda on (0418 730 229) 
Come along - Embrace your wild side. 
 
June 30th - July 4th.  Cooloola Wilderness Trail. 48km (4 nights, 5 days) LB 
Tues 30th June: leave Bundaberg and drive to Mullens Carpark. 
        Walk to Neebs waterhole         8.1km   2.30hrs 
1st July: Walk to Wandi waterhole       13.1km  4.30hrs 
2nd July: Walk to Harrys Hut             9.5km 3.30hrs 
3rd July: Harry’s Hut O/Night          
Staying the last night at Harry’s Hut. The bridge over Kin Kin is not finished.  Camp kitchen, 
hot showers $60 for 3 people in an unpowered site 
: Picked up by 4WD and driven back home. 
You will need to book and pay for the three nights camping in the National Park. The shuttle 
car is full.  Please ring Glenda (0418 730 229) 
 
Tuesday 7th July. - Meeting Bundaberg State High School. -  Meet at the gates in 
Maryborough St.  The meeting will start at 5.30.pm. All members and visitors are welcome.  
 
Sunday 12th July – Cordalba State Forest.- Medium S2b – Meet at Coles Kensington 
Carpark at 8am. Approximately 10 klm walk on undulating forestry tracks to the site of the old 
gold mine shaft. Please ring Mary (0414 190 566) 
 
 
 
Everything here is Free: 
Any members interested in Rock Climbing/Caving equipment call Peter on (0447 134 211.) 
 
 

2026  ANNUAL PHOTO COMPETITION 
The annual photo competition will take place at the Christmas breakup party. 
Photos must be taken during the current year and on club walks or outings.   
Categories:  Landscape, Wildlife, Funny, Flora, Macro and People (one or more persons)  
There is also an additional category of Free Choice.  This may be a photo of any subject 
taken in any year. The new category for 2026 will be the colour “PINK”.  One 6 x 4 photo per 
person per category.  Cash prizes for the winners in each category. 
 
 



 
 

  
Walk Gradings 

 

Max Kilometres per day Terrain Fitness 

S.   up to 10 kilometres 1.  Graded track a.  Unfit beginners 

M.  10-15 kilometres 2.  Tracks, steeper sections, 
open terrain 

b.  Fit beginners 

L.  15-20 kilometres 3.  Off track, minor scrub, 
creek/rock hopping, minimal 
navigation 

c.  Fitness and/or agility 
required 

X.  Over 20 kilometres 4.  Scrambling, thick 
rainforest, hard navigation 
 
5.  Technical rock ability, 
abseil 

d.  Good fitness and agility a 
must 
 
e. Strenuous. Experienced, very 
fit walkers only 
 

 
 
HERON ISLAND TRIP _-_JULY - 
Anna Mainey, has looked into a favourable deal for members wanting to spend 2 nights on 
Heron Island. Details below and via the link to our Activity Calendar page on our  
website https://capricorniabushwalkers.org/activity-calendar/  

 
To take advantage of the deal, please contact Anna Mainey – (0408 218 423) as soon as 
possible. 
 
Friday 7th – 9th August - Mini-Pilgrimage weekend – Binna Burra Lodge: -  
 
 
Membership Cards  
Over the last few years, the leaders have had some difficulties knowing who is actually a 
member when filling in the walk sheets at a walk. We know that no one is intentionally 
claiming to be a member when they aren't, but a lot of people can't remember if they have re-
joined this year or not.  



Therefore, we are trialling having membership "cards" again. Over the next few weeks, if you 
have paid your membership for 2026, you will receive a membership certificate either by 
email or text. Please keep a copy of this handy for walking - I recommend taking a photo on 
your phone. You can even add it to your Google Wallet or iPhone wallet so it is easy to access 
when asked by a leader at a walk.  
If you don't have email or text, Mary will get you a physical one.  
As I'm sure you can all appreciate, we need to make sure that people are recorded correctly 
as members or guests for insurance purposes. If you can't show your membership card to a 
leader on a walk, you will have to pay $5 to join that walk as a guest.  
Hopefully, this is a simple solution to the problem, but we welcome feedback from leaders or 
walkers and will review the procedure for next year. Thank you all for your cooperation.  
 
Reminder About Walk Procedures  
As we start a new year and a new walking season, we welcome any new members and use 
this opportunity to remind everyone of the procedures for walking with the club. First, you 
must register for a walk/activity with the walk leader. Please don't email the club or message 
us on Facebook, as our emails and Facebook are not necessarily monitored by the leader for 
that activity. Same goes for asking any questions about the walk, such as difficulty or what 
time you'll be back - talk directly to the walk leader.  
Always read the walk description carefully and talk to the walk leader if you have any 
questions or concerns about the walk, especially for harder walks. If you are new to the club, 
the leader will need to ask you questions about your equipment and experience - don't be 
offended! This is just to ensure the walk is right for you.  

 Register early - if there is a lot of interest for a walk, the leader will cut off registrations 
to ensure everyone's safety and enjoyment. 

 Check the Member's Handbook on our website for details of what you should bring with 
you on a walk (including a first aid kit), details on convoy procedures for driving, expec-
tations for monetary contributions for car pooling and other matters.  

 Remember that the leaders, committee and all club workers are volunteers. We love 
bushwalking and want you to love it too. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS - 2026 
Membership fees for January – December. You need to complete a registration form, 
otherwise your registration is not complete. The link to register is below, and is also available 
on our website and Facebook page. Link - https://forms.gle/fj2cSo55pgvUSsFc6  
 
If you don’t want to register online, we still need you to complete a registration form, otherwise 
your registration is not complete. You can fill in a physical registration form by:  

 Printing one off our website 
 Contacting Lucinda or Mary to have one emailed to you  
 Contacting Lucinda to find a time to meet her at her office in the CBD to fill in a form.  

You can return a form by: 
 Posting it to PO Box 696, Bundaberg QLD 4670  
 Scanning/photographing it and emailing it to info@bundabergbushwalkers.com  
 Bringing it to a monthly meeting  
 Dropping it into Lucinda’s office at 7/53 Woongarra Street, Bundaberg, at any time.  

 



 In January, your membership will be $25 for January to December. This is a small 
increase – the membership fees haven’t risen in over a decade, so this is just to help 
offset our increased costs.  

 Even if you have been a member for years, you will need to fill in a membership appli-
cation form EVERY YEAR. This can either be done online (the link will be sent in 
June), or in paper form (available from Mary, Lucinda, or our website). Note this in-
cludes your date of birth. This is required for insurance purposes.  

2026 Fees:   
 

 (1)        Membership fees  –       $25 per adult.  $5 if under 18 (for one or more children 
from the same family) 
 Please do not send cash through the mail.  You can pay your membership fees at the 

Monthly meeting, or by EFT BSB 645 646, Account Number 107969998 quoting your 
surname as the reference. 

 Please note that in 2026, the membership fees will be $25 for January to December.  
 
(2)        Walk fees –                     $5.00 per visitor.  Free for Members. 
 
(3)         Postal Address -           P.O. Box 696        Bundaberg.  Qld.  4670 
  

……………………………………………………………………….. 
General: 
 Visitors attending a walk are temporary members for the walk, upon signing the 
acknowledgement of risk and obligations until the walk outing is completed.  We 
recommend a minimum of one walk be completed before you apply for membership. 
Membership application is mandatory before participation in the third walk. 
Tips for Members/Guests: 
 

• Most importantly, if you are interested in joining in an activity PLEASE call the Leader. 
They are best person to answer any questions, explain what you need to do/bring. 

• You cannot register for a walk by responding to Facebook or by emailing the Club. You 
need to communicate this with the leader directly. 

• Please read the walk description and difficulty rating carefully. 
• Our website has a copy of the Member’s Handbook on it – please have a read of this. 

Please take the pack requirements seriously, especially for medium and hard off track 
walks. 

• All activities have some limitations on numbers – either due to National Park numbers 
or the preference of the leader. 

• For hard walks, don’t be fooled by the distance. 10 klm can take 2 hours or 8 hours 
depending on difficulty.  The walk description and the Leader will give you information 
on what to expect.  Most of our medium and hard walks are off track, this is very different 
walking to formed tracks or National Parks tracks.  The Leader will give you details, if in 
doubt, start with an easier walk. 

• All persons take part in outings on the understanding that they do so entirely at their own 
risk.  They agree that the responsibility, which they take for their own safety, is the same 
that they would apply if they were on their own organised outing. 

Car Pooling Arrangements: 
On day walks, car loads are generally arranged at the nominated departure point with 
passengers contributing to petrol costs etc.  Suggested basic contributions for passengers 
are:-  10-20kms $5/person,   20-50kms  $8/person,   50-100kms  $10/person 

100-200kms  $15/person,   200-250kms  $20/person,   250-300kms  $25/person 



It would be appreciated if any contributions to the newsletter (and they are always welcome) 
could be received by the editor several days before the meeting. 
Email address for newsletter items is:   joyham@westnet.com.au 
The club email address is   info@bundabergbushwalkers.com 
 

Contact Code     A few reminders for all walkers 
 

 Please contact walk leaders at least one week before a walk. If you leave it till Thursday 
or Friday night you may be disappointed to find that the walk has been cancelled, due to 
apparent lack of interest. Also dates, details etc can & do change. Leaders give their time to 
organise walks and need to know if they are committed to lead a walk. 
 Arrive at the meeting point 10 minutes before the set time.  Our times are departure times 
and we try to be punctual.  Late walkers can be left behind! 
 Read the walk description and note the rating.  If you are unsure of your abilities, please 
discuss this with the leader before nominating. Neither you nor other walkers will have a good 
day if your fitness is not of a suitable standard. 
 Do you have a health problem that may affect your performance on a walk? It is important 
that you inform the leader of this and discuss the matter. 
 If you have commitments after a walk please discuss this with the leader before 
commencing a walk. Leaders cannot guarantee the time of return, due to weather, terrain & the 
expertise of walkers. 
Walk Recce Costs 

Just a reminder to anyone carrying out recce’s for walks. Funds are available to cover 
expenses (fuel etc.). Please submit a claim (mileage travelled) to the treasurer. 
First Aid  In an attempt to encourage more members to become First Aid proficient, e Club will 
pay a 50% fee subsidy to those members who attend and complete a recognised First Aid or 
CPR course. 
From now on, only members will be emailed a copy of the newsletter.  If you are not a 
member you will be able to access the newsletter via our website.  
 
The Newsletter is also available at the Bundaberg Library.  
 


