“MAKING TRACKS WITH US.”

BUNDABERG BUSHWALKING CLUB

NEWSLETTER - MAY - 2026

Club Executives:

President: Lucinda (0421 011 181)
Vice President: Allison (0448 846 084)
Secretary: Paula (0490 330 542
Treasurer: Mary (0414 190 566)

Presidents Ponderings - | did an overnight walk at Mt Walsh National Park on the
weekend, and it was wonderful to be reminded of what a beautiful and special place we are
lucky to have so close to us. It was lovely to get to meet some new members too - that's
always the best part of walking to me.

Moira has let us know that the Lord's Road entrance to Mt Walsh NP will be having some
work done on it in the coming weeks. It's a good reminder to all to always check the park
alerts on the QNPWS website for any closures before heading out.

Also, it's only a few weeks until the 2026 Combined Club Camp in Bouldercombe. I'm greatly
looking forward to this weekend. | hope some other Bundy club members are able to join as
well.

Happy walking,
Lucinda

WALK REPORTS: -

Saturday 11" April — Social — Meadow Vale. It was a sunny morning when a small group
left North School to travel to Meadowvale Reserve for the usual social gathering with Barry.
As the morning progressed, we were joined by three more members, and a pleasant time was
spent including morning tea. A short walk was taken down to the river which was swollen by
recent rain. Thanks to all attending and we look forward to the next outing in May. — Verlie




Easter Camp @ Ubobo 3™ — 6™ April. -

A brief rundown of our recent Easter LWE Camp at Ubobo Discovery Centre.

Earlybirds, Kev and Jenny, Lindsay and Anna, Frank and Fay from Capricornia Bush-
walkers, Howard and Jo, and Bell from Bundaberg Bushwalkers.

Friday arrivals, Lucinda and Rod from Bundaberg Bushwalkers.

Day 1: Thursday 2" - After a leisurely lunch at camp, and catch-up with Capricornia
members, most opted for a relaxed afternoon stroll, along the now disused rail line
from Ubobo towards Builyan. | must have missed that email and was left sulking at
camp with blisters on both heels due to running up the track in new camp boots, trying
to catch the group up, but my reward was a delicious Steak Sanger with the lot, lov-
ingly made by the Ubobo Volunteers.

Happy hour and discussion about the next day’s outing, and an early night.

Day 2: Friday 3™-Lucinda and Rod were to arrive later in the morning, so | led every-
one else up to Bulburin NP to walk a forest track with scenic views over the Boyne
River catchment. We encountered a Lace Monitor, who promptly opted to get out of our
way and scale a large Gum Tree, unfortunately losing his grip, and falling heavily back
to earth with a thud. | doubt any damage was done, as he managed to scurry off post
haste into the bush. Then, it was off to visit the main campground, which was previ-
ously the State Forestry Barracks and Nursery. All the buildings have since been de-
molished, but the open, green-grassed area under 2 magnificent Bunya Pines, makes
for a great weekend camp, or just a relaxed daytrip. Finally, on our return to camp, Kev
and | decided a dip at one of the Boyne River Crossings was in order. Lucinda and Rod
had arrived while we were away, and we were all camped in close proximity, away from
all the caravans that had gathered to get the prime spots for the upcoming Music Festi-
val, that was due to commence on the Wednesday. Happy Hour came quickly, and we
all met under the large Shelter to share our fare and discuss the next day’s outing. |
had also (with the help of Al), devised a 40-question paper with the emphasis on Bush-
walking for everyone to test their knowledge. Bad move on my part, as it nearly turned
into a full-blown fist fight, everyone saying that was wrong, no I’'m right, no you’re
wrong, you get the idea! You’ll find the Questionnaire on our Facebook Page, with
the answers following at a later date.

Day 3 Saturday 4th -It had been years since Jo and | had hiked up Blackmans Creek
to the waterfall, a 7klm return walk, graded as hard. Lots of rock-hopping, boulders,
rockpools, gorges, rainforest. That was our destination for the day, and the weather
couldn’t have been more perfect. Blue sky, with patchy clouds to keep the sun at bay,
but still warm enough for swimming. We arrived at the Falls without incident, those that
hadn’t been previously marvelling at the beauty of the falls, and surrounding scrub.
Swim time, and for some brave souls, a head dip under the falls, (ouch!). Lunch was a
relaxed affair and accompanied by lots of photos. The return trip was a bit slower, eve-
ryone feeling the effects of the morning walk. There were a few trips, and falls, and one
member decided the quickest way down a hill, was to roll. Unfortunately, | missed the
comical charade (some people do anything for sympathy, eh Kev!). Karma found me
though, as when entering the creek again, | promptly slipped on wet rocks, and ended
upside down, with backpack, boots, clothes and phone in the drink. All good, the phone
has had a few dips in creeks before, and has managed to survive, | on the other hand,
found it difficult to retrieve myself from the embarrassing predicament | was in, with no
assistance from my fellow walkers. It was with welcomed relief, that we eventually




found ourselves back at the cars. Everyone feeling a little worse for wear, but unani-
mously agreeing it was a very special walk, and place to visit.

e Day 4: Sunday 5" - My plan was to do another hard walk up Little Glassford Creek,
from the start of the old Glassford Creek mining township. This is also rated hard on
my scale, and I've taken members up this beautiful creek several times in previous
years. Lots of rock/boulder hopping, steep rock shelves, and waterholes to navigate,
eventually ending at another intermittent waterfall, similar in size to Blackmans Creek.
This would have to be held over to another time in the future, as no-one was overly
keen to commit themselves to another hard walk, but instead opting to just chill at
camp, chat, drink cappuccinos, and watch the world go by.

All'in all, it was a very enjoyable Easter Weekend, good friendship, good food, and
great walking...Oh! did | mention we even had a visit from the Easter Bunny, and |
personally witnessed it nearly being attacked by a fellow camper, thinking he was
being robbed. Luckily, no harm came to him, so he could carry on with his duties,
delivering the Hollow, Milk Chocolate Easter Eggs. Cheers, Howard..

Sunday 12 April - Kavak — Blackwater Creek. -

Moved from Blackwater Creek to the Kolan River to reduce travel distance, only 3 paddlers (2
with kayaks and 1 with a paddleboard) came to enjoy a perfect day to be out on the water.
Heading downstream from Smith’s Crossing we ventured into a side creek which proved to be
navigable for some distance. A couple of impressive spider webs were seen to span the full
width of the stream with their creators in residence. Soon a loud buzzing (flies) could be heard
followed shortly afterwards by a noxious smell. An unlucky cow had fallen down an embank-
ment with fatal result. Back in the river and having passed under the Rosedale Road bridge
we were treated to the entertaining spectacle of a juvenile sea eagle catching his/her fish
breakfast. Arriving at our morning tea spot it was a surprise to see lots of people picnicking
and children running around. After asking if it was ok for us to come ashore we spoke to a
gentleman who turned out to be the actual owner of the property (which includes a boating
platform and a picnic table). He was very friendly and said he is happy for people to stop off
there as he’s never found any rubbish left behind. He even tries to keep the spot mowed.
Having refreshed ourselves we headed back upstream and were rewarded with the sight of
an adult sea eagle carrying a large stick to the spot where it was building its nest. Must check
it out in a few months! Apart from the cow of course, it proved a very pleasant morning. Mary

Sunday 12t April — Moore Park - | was joined by 3 visitors, and we set off on our coastal to
lagoon walk. The caravan park was full and plenty of people around enjoying an unusually hot
day. Two walkers had a change of plans so only walked as far as the memorial park before
returning to the cars. That left two of us and we headed to the lagoon to discover the board-
walk closed & appears to have been for a while with no immediate remedial works planned.
Instead of a loop around the lagoon, we went one way and upon discussion with a local and a
review of the map we opted to follow the road and extend the walk through the suburbs and
return to the memorial park. We then headed north along the coastal path, down to the beach
and back along the sand to the cars. The recent coastal erosion provided a challenge to get
from sea level to the park, so some back tracking was required. We then sat in the shade for
a chat & morning tea. The visitors were keen to join us so hope to see them on another walk
soon. - Allison




Sunday April 19t Palm Valley- Thirteen of us departed Lions Park in Biggenden. From there
we had a long, mostly rough drive through steep, rocky terrain to get to our starting point. We
enjoyed a quick morning tea where we parked the cars, before we started on our trek.

The walk began as a steep descent down a rocky creek valley thick with vegetation. The
further down the creek we went the thicker the forest became with tall palms and trees with
huge, curved buttress roots and a few large figs.

We came across lots of snapped off palm fronds on the ground; we think from cockatoos that
were quite rowdy at one point. Along the way we also found plenty of fungi, ferns and other
unusual plants to keep everybody interested.

We stopped for lunch beside a beautiful little waterfall and pool and a deeper crevice shaped
pool. Three members braved the cold water for a swim. We discovered some large
underwater spiders, huge tadpoles, freshwater prawn or crayfish or yabbie (debate ensued)
and a colourful caterpillar amongst other things.

Following lunch, we returned along the same way stopping for a rest on a bouncy, log as it
was mostly uphill. A bit of a scramble through steep terrain for the last stretch back to the cars
got hearts pumping. A great group of people and a great day. Thanks Howard! - Rhiannon

Sunday 3-4 May 2026 - Eel Creek - Overnight

7 brave souls signed up for a night under the stars. We were lucky and had lovely weather.
We made it to the campsite by mid-afternoon, giving us plenty of time for a swim after setting
up camp. We watched the (almost full) moon rise over the creek while eating dinner and then
enjoyed the many yabbies in the waterhole fighting and running around for our nightly
entertainment. The next day, we walked up to the big rockpool for another swim before
heading back to pack up camp and walk out to the cars - the walk out was a little quicker that
the walk in, which was nice. And Peter's drinks and snacks in his car fridge were extremely
welcome!

A big thank you to Moria for cutting a path through the lantana for us in one spot and marking
the track in a few others - it made our days easier. And thank you to everyone for joining me
for a lovely weekend. Lucinda.

For Sale:
Any members interested in Rock Climbing/Caving equipment call Peter on (0447 134 211.)

FUTURE WALKS AND OUTINGS:

Saturday 9" May — Social — with Mary and Willy - Meet at North S/S at 9am to leave for
the farm to enjoy a Swiss Sausage Sizzle. Please bring a chair, tea/coffee and a plate of
sweets to share. Phone or text Barry (0403 736 420).

Saturday 16" May — North Botanical Gardens — Meet at the Chapple at 3.30pm for a walk
around the lake and new section of the Gardens. Please text only to Angela (0447 226 854)

Sunday 17th May — Giant Staircase- Mt Walsh — Hard. Meet at Lions Park Biggendon 8am.
Numbers limited to 10. (Members preferred). For more information and register phone or text
Howard (0438 722 301)

Friday 22" — 24t May — Combined Camp Weekend — Rockhampton. To be held at the
Bouldercombe Sport and Recreation Complex, 52496 Burnett Highway, Bouldercombe QLD
4702. — More details and registration form at end of Newsletter.

“Get your camping fix in 2026”




Sunday 31t May- Change of Venue: - Baldwin Swamp East: Easy, ca -3-4 km on mostly
concreted paths, going up to the ring road, walker friendly. Meet at shelter shed at 8:30 am.
Please contact Angela by txt only - (0447 226 854)

Tuesday 2" June — Meeting at Bundaberg High School 5.30pm. Meet at the gates in
Maryborough Street. All members and visitors welcome.

Saturday, 6 June QId Day - Mt Perry summit walk, following the track; cafe lunch
and tour of Mt Perry area. PLEASE REGISTER ASAP
Ring Moira (0458 365 051) for details and times.

Saturday 13'" June — Social — Smith Crossing. — Meet at North S/S 9am. We drive to
Smith’s Crossing. Bring chair and morning tea. Please phone Barry (0403 736 420).

Sunday 14" June — Stripey Boulder — S3b - An off-track walk around the base of Mt Walsh.
Total 3.7km. Hazards include long grass and hidden rocks underfoot. Terrain is up and down
across gullies. Day pack required with morning tea and lunch. Depart Coles Kensington at

7.30 am or Lions Park Biggenden at 8.30am. To register please contact Allison after 3pm on
(0448 846 084)

Sunday 14t June — Kalina Creek — easy Meet at 3.30pm at Woongarra S/S. Klein’s St.
Easy walk on pathway. We can walk along beach front. Text only to Angela (0447 226 854)

Saturday 20'*" June — Walk Plan Meeting. — Meet at The Chapple, Botanical Gardens 10am.
Bring chair and morning tea and ideas for walks, kayaking and socials for the last 6 months of
the year. Please think about leading walks you would like to do.

Sunday 28th June — Barambah Creek - Meet 8am Lions Park. Travel to Ban Ban Springs,
then 4kim along gravel road to creek. Easy to medium stroll along creek, for smoko and/or
swim. Lunch at Homegrown Café @ Coalstoun Lakes.

Phone Howard to register (0438 722 301)

For those Interested in Multi day treks.

Are you interested in taking on multi day treks?

Want help building your gear/kit in the right order?

Need encouragement to train sufficiently for multi day treks?
Please ring Glenda on (0418 730 229)

Come along - Embrace your wild side.

June 30 - July 4th. Cooloola Wilderness Trail. 48km (4 nights, 5 days) LB
Tues 30t June: leave Bundaberg and drive to Mullens Carpark.

Walk to Neebs waterhole 8.1km 2.30hrs
18t July: Walk to Wandi waterhole 13.1km 4.30hrs
27 July: Walk to Harrys Hut 9.5km 3.30hrs
3rd July: walk to Elandra Point 16km 5.30hrs

Staying the last night at the Elandra Point caravan park. Camp kitchen, hot showers $60 for 3
people in an unpowered site
Sat 4t July: Picked up by 2WD and driven back home.



You will need to book and pay for the three nights camping in the National Park but the
Caravan park can be paid for when we turn up. There is room for one more person in the
shuttle car. Please ring Glenda (0418 730 229)

Friday 7t — 9th August - Mini-Pilgrimage weekend — Binna Burra Lodge: -

HERON ISLAND TRIP - JULY -

Anna Mainey, has looked into a favourable deal for members wanting to spend 2 nights on
Heron Island. Details below and via the link to our Activity Calendar page on our

website https://capricorniabushwalkers.org/activity-calendar/

Day & Date: Friday to Sunday — 03-05/07/2026

Walk Name: Heron Island Trip

Walk Type & Grading: Beachcombing

Walk Leader & Contact #: Anna Mainey — 0408 218 423 ASAP - For further details
Nomination required by: Thursday — 02/07/2026

Numbers to Participate: Dependent on availability of island rooms.

Walk Activity Summary: Heron Island has an exclusive deal running at the moment, starting at

$189/night/person, with half price boat transfers ($99 return). Breakfast included.
Lunch/dinner can be purchased from Shearwater Restaurant or Baillie's Bar.
Your chance to see reef sharks, manta rays, green sea turtles!

To take advantage of the deal, please contact Anna Mainey — (0408 218 423) as soon as
possible.

Membership Cards

Over the last few years, the leaders have had some difficulties knowing who is actually a
member when filling in the walk sheets at a walk. We know that no one is intentionally
claiming to be a member when they aren't, but a lot of people can't remember if they have re-
joined this year or not.

Therefore, we are trialling having membership "cards" again. Over the next few weeks, if you
have paid your membership for 2026, you will receive a membership certificate either by
email or text. Please keep a copy of this handy for walking - | recommend taking a photo on
your phone. You can even add it to your Google Wallet or iPhone wallet so it is easy to access
when asked by a leader at a walk.

If you don't have email or text, Mary will get you a physical one.

As I'm sure you can all appreciate, we need to make sure that people are recorded correctly
as members or guests for insurance purposes. If you can't show your membership card to a
leader on a walk, you will have to pay $5 to join that walk as a guest.

Hopefully, this is a simple solution to the problem, but we welcome feedback from leaders or
walkers and will review the procedure for next year. Thank you all for your cooperation.

Reminder About Walk Procedures

As we start a new year and a new walking season, we welcome any new members and use
this opportunity to remind everyone of the procedures for walking with the club. First, you
must register for a walk/activity with the walk leader. Please don't email the club or message
us on Facebook, as our emails and Facebook are not necessarily monitored by the leader for
that activity. Same goes for asking any questions about the walk, such as difficulty or what
time you'll be back - talk directly to the walk leader.




Always read the walk description carefully and talk to the walk leader if you have any
questions or concerns about the walk, especially for harder walks. If you are new to the club,
the leader will need to ask you questions about your equipment and experience - don't be
offended! This is just to ensure the walk is right for you.

« Register early - if there is a lot of interest for a walk, the leader will cut off registrations
to ensure everyone's safety and enjoyment.

e Check the Member's Handbook on our website for details of what you should bring with
you on a walk (including a first aid kit), details on convoy procedures for driving, expec-
tations for monetary contributions for car pooling and other matters.

o Remember that the leaders, committee and all club workers are volunteers. We love
bushwalking and want you to love it too.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS - 2026
Membership fees for January — December. You need to complete a registration form,
otherwise your registration is not complete. The link to register is below, and is also available
on our website and Facebook page. Link - htips://forms.gle/fi2cSo55pgvUSsFc6

If you don’t want to register online, we still need you to complete a registration form, otherwise
your registration is not complete. You can fill in a physical registration form by:

e Printing one off our website

e Contacting Lucinda or Mary to have one emailed to you

e Contacting Lucinda to find a time to meet her at her office in the CBD to fill in a form.
You can return a form by:
Posting it to PO Box 696, Bundaberg QLD 4670
Scanning/photographing it and emailing it to info@bundabergbushwalkers.com
Bringing it to a monthly meeting
Dropping it into Lucinda’s office at 7/53 Woongarra Street, Bundaberg, at any time.

e In January, your membership will be $25 for January to December. This is a small
increase — the membership fees haven't risen in over a decade, so this is just to help
offset our increased costs.

e Even if you have been a member for years, you will need to fill in a membership appli-
cation form EVERY YEAR. This can either be done online (the link will be sent in
June), or in paper form (available from Mary, Lucinda, or our website). Note this in-
cludes your date of birth. This is required for insurance purposes.

2026 ANNUAL PHOTO COMPETITION
The annual photo competition will take place at the Christmas breakup party.
Photos must be taken during the current year and on club walks or outings.
Categories: Landscape, Wildlife, Funny, Flora, Macro and People (one or more persons)
There is also an additional category of Free Choice. This may be a photo of any subject
taken in any year. The new category for 2026 will be the colour “PINK”. One 6 x 4 photo per
person per category. Cash prizes for the winners in each category.




Walk Gradings

Max Kilometres per day Terrain Fitness

S. up to 10 kilometres 1. Graded track a. Unfit beginners

M. 10-15 kilometres 2. Tracks, steeper sections, |b. Fit beginners
open terrain

L. 15-20 kilometres 3. Off track, minor scrub, c. Fitness and/or agility
creek/rock hopping, minimal | required
navigation

X. Over 20 kilometres 4. Scrambling, thick d. Good fitness and agility a
rainforest, hard navigation must
5. Technical rock ability, e. Strenuous. Experienced, very
abseil fit walkers only

2026 Fees:

(1) Membership fees — $25 per adult. $5 if under 18 (for one or more children

from the same family)
Please do not send cash through the mail. You can pay your membership fees at the
Monthly meeting, or by EFT BSB 645 646, Account Number 107969998 quoting your
surname as the reference.
Please note that in 2026, the membership fees will be $25 for January to December.

(2) Walk fees — $5.00 per visitor. Free for Members.
(3) Postal Address - P.O. Box 696 Bundaberg. Qld. 4670
Gomoals T

Visitors attending a walk are temporary members for the walk, upon signing the
acknowledgement of risk and obligations until the walk outing is completed. We
recommend a minimum of one walk be completed before you apply for membership.
Membership application is mandatory before participation in the third walk.

Tips for Members/Guests:

e Most importantly, if you are interested in joining in an activity PLEASE call the Leader.
They are best person to answer any questions, explain what you need to do/bring.

e You cannot register for a walk by responding to Facebook or by emailing the Club. You
need to communicate this with the leader directly.

e Please read the walk description and difficulty rating carefully.

e Our website has a copy of the Member’s Handbook on it — please have a read of this.
Please take the pack requirements seriously, especially for medium and hard off track
walks.

e All activities have some limitations on numbers — either due to National Park numbers
or the preference of the leader.

e For hard walks, don’t be fooled by the distance. 10 kim can take 2 hours or 8 hours
depending on difficulty. The walk description and the Leader will give you information



on what to expect. Most of our medium and hard walks are off track, this is very different
walking to formed tracks or National Parks tracks. The Leader will give you details, if in
doubt, start with an easier walk.

e All persons take part in outings on the understanding that they do so entirely at their own
risk. They agree that the responsibility, which they take for their own safety, is the same
that they would apply if they were on their own organised outing.

Car Pooling Arrangements:

On day walks, car loads are generally arranged at the nominated departure point with

passengers contributing to petrol costs etc. Suggested basic contributions for passengers

are:- 10-20kms $5/person, 20-50kms $8/person, 50-100kms $10/person
100-200kms $15/person, 200-250kms $20/person, 250-300kms $25/person

It would be appreciated if any contributions to the newsletter (and they are always welcome)

could be received by the editor several days before the meeting.

Email address for newsletter items is: joyham@westnet.com.au

The club email address is _info@bundabergbushwalkers.com

Contact Code A few reminders for all walkers

. Please contact walk leaders at least one week before a walk. If you leave it till Thursday
or Friday night you may be disappointed to find that the walk has been cancelled, due to
apparent lack of interest. Also dates, details etc can & do change. Leaders give their time to
organise walks and need to know if they are committed to lead a walk.

" Arrive at the meeting point 10 minutes before the settime. Our times are departure times
and we try to be punctual. Late walkers can be left behind!
. Read the walk description and note the rating. If you are unsure of your abilities, please

discuss this with the leader before nominating. Neither you nor other walkers will have a good
day if your fitness is not of a suitable standard.

. Do you have a health problem that may affect your performance on a walk? It is important
that you inform the leader of this and discuss the matter.
. If you have commitments after a walk please discuss this with the leader before

commencing a walk. Leaders cannot guarantee the time of return, due to weather, terrain & the
expertise of walkers.
Walk Recce Costs

Just a reminder to anyone carrying out recce’s for walks. Funds are available to cover
expenses (fuel etc.). Please submit a claim (mileage travelled) to the treasurer.
First Aid In an attempt to encourage more members to become First Aid proficient, e Club will
pay a 50% fee subsidy to those members who attend and complete a recognised First Aid or
CPR course.
From now on, only members will be emailed a copy of the newsletter. If you are not a
member you will be able to access the newsletter via our website.

Combined Club Campout - May 22 — 24" for walking friendship and fun.
“Get your Camping fix in 2026”
Venue — Bouldercombe Sport and Recreation Complex.
Date From 09.00 am Friday 22" May to 18.00pm Sunday 24™ May.
(The complex is available to campers until 09.00 Monday 25" May)
Cost $10.00 per person per night
Site power is available but very limited (No specific site allocations taken)
Facility: Kitchen is open to attendees.- Endless tea/ coffee and biscuits. Shower and toilet Block
adjacent to complex. Full program of walks and other activities:
e Friday afternoon — Bouldercombe Gorge Wander
e Saturday Multiple full day walks or combination of %2 day walks




Park run at the Rockhampton Botanical Gardens can be part of the %2 day combination.

Sunday Multiple full day walks or a combination of %2 day walks.

Happy Hour on Friday and Saturday from 5-6pm (BYO drinks and nibbles)

Second hand shop with items pre-marked with cost and name of seller

Raffle and Wolks Stick handover on Saturday night.

Ensure you bring cash for the raffle and second hand shop.

e Bushwalking quiz on Saturday night.

e Complete the registration form attached and email to capbushwalkers@gmail.com with payment
being made via bank debit as per the details on the camp registration form. Registrations for CCC
2026 is preferred by 15" May. Late camp registration will be accepted on arrival.

Registration form for the Combined Camp at Bouldacombe Rockhampton.

Completed forms to be emailed to: capbushwalkers@gmail.com

Your Name:
Contact #: Email:
Bushwalking Club:
1.
Names of other people
included on this 2.
registration (If any):
3.
Total number of people
included on the
registration:
Circle nights you plan to
camp: Friday Saturday Sunday
Registration: No charge
Camping: $10.00 pp per night S
Fees:
Dinner: NA — Self-catered.
Total: S
Bank Name: Westpac Bank
Account Name: Capricornia Bushwalkers Club Inc
Direct Debit Details: BSB #: 034-636
Account #: 388472
Reference (Family Name):




